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Syue Ren Guel Fool The Heaven To Cross The Sea
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On year 17 of Tang Tai Zong Jhen-guan s reign, the emperor personally led his army in a military
campaign out east to conquer and expand his domain. One day, the army arrived at a seashore. Looking at
the vast waters beyond, he asked his generals for any ideas on how to cross the sea. They looked at each
other for any suggestions but had none.

Suddenly, a civilian who lived by the sea requested to see the emperor. He informed the emperor that all
the food for the three hundred thousand troops and the means to transport such a vast army across the
sea have been prepared. The man led Emperor Tang Tai Zong and his officials to the sea. There, by the
shore, they saw thousands of households tightly packed together and covered with colored tents.

This man led Tang Tai Zong into a luxurious house. Around the walls there were embroidered curtains and
colored silks. There Tang Tai Zong and his officials drank , relaxed, and had fun.
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Soon afterwards, the wind started to howl, and the sound of the waves felt like thunder. Glasses and plates
fell all over the place, and no one could stand still. Startled, Tang Tai Zong ordered his chamberlains to
draw back the curtains immediately, and they were stunned by what they saw. They were not partying at a
civilian’s house like they thought. Instead, they were already at sea together with a giant armada of boats
carrying the three hundred thousands soldiers. Later the emperor found out that his general Syue Ren
Guei had thought up this deception. He was afraid that the emperor did not have the guts to cross the sea
and would have withdrawn the troops and cancelled the military campaign. So he disguised himself as a
civilian and devised such a scheme to "Fool the heaven (the emperor) to cross the sea”.

Strategy 1 : Fool the Emperor to Cross the Sea

gL kARG B T REF 4 0 BRELA T RS
et 2ewr 0 T IR BEES | RY BRI EL
BLdn o BRI PIARSE S -
PEIEY ERRAMESR AR 6 FAEL 0 AR R
2 .

Fh0 RIHEIFEARVELE-WIRRR 0 HIRSRVE-WAT]
i BIATHIFLRREL

In ancient china, the emperor was considered “The Son of Heaven”. And heaven is often used in
literature to refer to the emperor. Therefore, the saying “fool the heaven to cross the sea” means to
fool the emperor to cross the sea.

In military parlance, “fool the heaven to cross the sea” means using disguise to create opportunities
and striking suddenly when the enemy is unaware.
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Besiege Wei To Rescue Zhao
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In 354 BC, the king of Wei appointed Pang Juan to invade Zhao. Pang Juan led an army of five hundred
chariots and headed directly to Zhao to besiege its capital Handan (city in Hebei). The siege of Zhao lasted
more than one year without success. Then the king of Zhao appealed to Ci for help. The king of Ci agreed
and appointed Tian Ji as the general and Sun Bin as the military advisor to head the Ci army to rescue the
besieged Handan (city in Hebei).

Previously, Sun Bin and Pang Juan had both been disciples studying military strategy under the same
master. Both of them became experts, but Sun Bin was more talented than Pang Juan, and Pang Juan was
jealous of Sun Bin as a result. Through a vicious plot Pang Juan had Sun Bin’s legs broken and his face
tattooed so that Sun Bin could never walk again nor appear in public out of shame. Afterwards, Sun Bin

pretended to have gone mad and fled to Ci with the help of a diplomat of Ci.
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Tasked with the mission to save Handan (city in Hebei), Tian Ji wanted to attack Handan (city in Hebei)
immediately. But Sun Bin advised against this. He told Tian Ji, “The elite army of Wei is camped outside
Handan (city in Hebei) right now. If we attack them directly, we would be attacking into their strength.
However, there is only a minimal force defending Wei right now. So if we attack Wei instead, we would
be exploiting this weakness, and the army of Wei would be forced to return to defend their capital.
This would lift the siege of Zhao automatically, achieving our first goal. In addition, we can ambush the
returning army of Wei halfway and they would suffer losses.” Tian Ji followed Sun Bin’s advice, and

everything happened as Sun Bin said it would. Once the army of Ci appeared outside Wei, the army of Wei

immediately left Handan (city in Hebei) for home. On their way back, the army of Wei was ambushed by

theCiarmy at Guei Ling and was defeated. Pang Juan was forced to retreat to Dai Liang. The siege of Zhao

was thus lifted. This is the famous history of “Besiege Wei to rescue Zhao.”
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Strateqgy 2: Besiege Wei to Rescue 2hao
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Avoid attacking the enemy’s strength directly. Instead, attack its weakness in order to seize the

initiative of battle, thereby achieving the best outcome with the least cost.
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During the Spring and Autumn Period,
Jie, Tian Kai Jiang and Gu Jhih Zih.
One day, the prime minister Yan Ying walked past the three generals. Court protocol demands that they

there were three fearless warriors in Ci by the name of Gong Sun

rise and bow to Yan Ying as a matter of courtesy. However, the three of them just sat there without
acknowledging Yan Ying's presence. Yan Ying said nothing on the spot. But afterwards, he told the king
of Ci about this incident and advised him, “These three generals have become arrogant because they have
accomplished much on the battlefield. Today they only showed disrespect towards me.

But who knows whether or not they will show disrespect towards your Majesty in the future. I suggest
that they be removed as soon as possible so as to avoid any future troubles.” The king of Ci,Jing gong,

had a high respect for Yan Ying and always followed his advice. So he agreed with him, but he added, “But
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how? No one is strong enough to beat them. Nor is anybody capable of assassinating them.” Yan Ying
replied, “I have already figured out how to deal with them.” He then told Jing Gong his plan to kill three
warriors with two peaches. Two peaches were to be awarded to the two who deserved it the most.
The three of them argued fiercely in the beginning. Gong Sun Jie said first, “I caught a wild pig and a
tiger alive with my bare hands. So I deserve the most.” Then he took one peach. Then Tian Kai Jiang
said, ‘I defeated a whole squad of soldiers with my spear.” Then took the other peach, too. Gu Jhih
Zih turned red with anger, “Am I less worthy than you two ? " He pulled his sword and challenged the
other two to a duel. To everybody’s surprise, the other two put the peaches back onto the table and
said, “Honor is more important than fighting over the rewards. We should be ashamed of ourselves.”
That said, Gong Sun Jie and Tian Kai Jiang slit their own throats with their swords and died. Having
watched this, Gu Jhih Zih, too, killed himself the same way. Thus Yan Ying was able to remove three
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potential threats to the country of Ci without lifting a finger.

In this story, the peach was not poisonous but was used instead as a tool in political intrigue. The

incident can therefore be referred to as “Kill with the peaches.”
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Strategy 3: Kill with a Borrowed Sword
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Openly use another to achieve one’s purpose. “Sword” is used here as a metaphor for the means to

an end.
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Cao Suei Defeated Ci by Wa|t|ng until the Third Drummlng
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In the Spring and Autumn Period, the king of Ci appointed Bao Shu Ya as the general of his army to
invade the country of Lu. The king of Lu was very frightened when he heard this. His minister Shih

Bo recommended a hermit by the name of Cao Suei to lead the defense of Lu. It took a lot of effort to

persuade Cao Suei to accept the post. But even then, he was only willing to work as a military adviser and

not the general.
Bao Shu Ya did not take his enemy seriously because he had defeated the army of Lu before. And this

time, he wanted to capture the king of Lu alive by attacking Lu directly. On the day of battle, the sound of
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drums and battle cries from the side of the Ci army was deafening, and the Ci army quickly charged the Lu
army. At this time, Cao Suei dissuaded King Lu Jhuang from giving the signal to beat the drums telling the
Lu soldiers to engage the Lu army. Cao Suei said, “Just wait a while. Right now the morale of the enemy is
very high. We only need to defend ourselves at the moment. We need not act carelessly.”

The advancing Ci army tried in vain to breach the defensive line of the Lu army. Frustrated, Bao Shu Ya
ordered another charge without success. However, the failure of the Lu army to engage the charging Ci
army both times let Bao Shu Ya to believe that the Lu army must be too scared to engage the Ci army

in battle. He thought a third attack would surely break through and then the Lu army would collapse
completely. So he ordered a third charge.

But this time, when Cao Suei heard the third drumming of the Ci army, he said to the king of Lu, “Now is
the time to beat our drums and fight back!” The Lu army attacked as soon as they heard their own battle

drums, and the Ci army’s lines soon collapsed under the charge. Subsequently, when the king of Lu wanted
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to pursue the fleeing enemy, once again Cao Suei advised the king to wait until he checked the prints of
the horses and the chariots and observed the directions where the Ci army had fled. Then he gave the
green light for the Lu army to pursue. Afterwards, the king asked Cao Suei, “Why wait until their third
attack ? And why not pursue the retreating Ci army right away ? " Cao Suei replied, “After the third
drumming, the morale of the enemy was not as high as in the first drumming. Instead, the morale of
our soldiers was just at its peak because we were beating our drums for the first time. Also, we took the
enemy by surprise because after what had happened after their first two charges, they expected us to
just stand our ground instead of charge back at them, and this element of surprise is what guaranteed
us a victory. Afterwards, since the risk of being deceived by the enemy always exists, we must check

the wheel prints of the horses and the chariots in order to make sure that the enemy had indeed fled in
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panic before we could safely pursue the enemy.”
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Strategy 4: Wait for the Exhausted Enemy at Your Ease
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When the battle begins, it is not necessary to fight a more powerful opponent immediately.
Sometimes you could weaken your opponent by your inaction or by avoiding him in direct battle.

Wait and conserve your strength while your opponent tires and becomes exhausted. This will allow
you to equalize your relative strengths when you finally engage him in battle.
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Gou Jian Restored His Country
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In the Spring and Autumn Period, the countries of Wu and Yue were at war with each other for years. In
the beginning, it was Gou Jian, the king of Yue, who was defeated by Fu Chai, the king of Wu. So Gou Jian
had to bow to Fu Chai and offer himself as Fu Chai’s loyal vassal. But Gou Jian was not defeated in spirit.
Everyday, Gou Jian tasted the gall bladder to remind himself of the bitter taste of defeat and to reaffirm
his desire for revenge. Secretly, he was recruiting and rearming his military again. After 20 years, Gou Jian
was finally ready for war again. By this time, Wu was governed by corrupt officials, and its king Fu Chai
had grown arrogant and inept. Fu Chai even executed Wu Zih Syu, one of his most loyal officials, because
he had suggested that Gou Jian be executed in case Gou Jian seeks to revolt in the future. In addition, Wu
was plagued by a severe draught. Crops died and the rivers dried out.
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But even in this time of crisis, Fu Chai refused to come to his senses. He was arrogant enough to believe

that he should be the leader of all the countries. So he led his army to the Central Plains of China to meet
the other kings. As a result, Wu was left with a minimal army to defend itself, while its people were living
in hardship. In sum, Wu was in chaos and extremely vulnerable. L
Gou Jian saw this as a golden opportunity. So he launched his attack at Wu and destroyed it, avenging his S
defeat 20 years ago and restorin&the’ country of Yue. H
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Strategy 5: Loot a Burning House
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When the enemy is in hardship or in crisis, we must seize the opportunity and exploit the situation

o to our advantage by attacking him when he is at his weakest. 5 l
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Han Sin Captured the King of W.

[~ % X 9

ei Alive

4.

RS RSB ey

ARz

7 e AT 205 Bl R4 % Ealu
i A i&%n R RF ORI IR TR L M E S
v AVRLEMEY XaIREEL 0 ARSIk S L PR L
MABE o

AP 2R B BB o BT EX A2 EL L
ARG ESE T OEERY 0 ATEIRLEL B A RS EY
SLAIN S EAIRIEL DY LR R B 0 e L &Y
Lkl B2 TIREAELP|ILR AR AR M Keder 0 A
B i B iy M é@ﬁ%ﬁ@%f’ S -E R & o N - 38
7‘%’%’@%“/‘1% ’ E< Fiﬁ LRI RkEES RS L »
AN - Brping: T Bl o 0 RIS RYEI Y
JELERLEEAGL o FREMA- 0 BIBAEI PR EIRIEL T

In 205 BC, while Siang Yu was on an expedition against Ci, Liou Bang crossed the Yellow Riv
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er. Wei Bao,

the king of Wei, suddenly rose in revolt against Liou Bang despite the fact that he had surrendered earlier.

As a result, Liou Bang sent his general Han Sin to put down the revolt in Wei.

Wei Bao appointed Bo Jhih as the general of his army and moved his elite troops to Pu Ban, a town on the

east bank of the Yellow River to keep Han Sin’s army under surveillance. And Han Sin camped on the west

bank of the Yellow River. He assembled hundreds of ships alongside the river in preparation

for a river

crossing. When night fell, torches could be seen all cross the west bank. It appeared that Han Sin’s army

was ready to cross the river at any moment. Seeing this, Bo Jhih ordered his troops to guard

the west bank

of the river and to destroy any ship that tried to cross. However, unknown to Bo Jhih, Han Sin had already

sent the bulk of his forces to Sia Yang, a place which was 80 kilometers up the Yellow River.

There, Han
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Sin’s army set up a temporary bridge across the river by using empty bottles and barrels. While the Wei

army stayed put at Pu Ban for days to defend against a river crossing, Han Sin’s army had long crossed
the Yellow River and had already launched an attack on the capital of Wei. By the time Bo Jhih heard the
news, it was too late for him to rush back to the capital. And Han Sin was able to capture Wei Bao alive.
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Strategy 6: Sound East While Attack West
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Create a feint to fool the enemy into believing that we are attacking the east when in fact we are
attacking the west, thereby causing the enemy to make the wrong troop deployments. This is one
way to create a surprise attack.
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Jhang Syun’s Scarecrow Arm
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During year 14 of Tang Syuan Zong Tian-bao (755 AD) , An Lu Shan, who was a favorite official of the
emperor, rose up in revolt.

Soon, the city of Yong Ciou was under siege by Ling Hu Chao, a general of An Lu Shan. The general

in charge of defending the city at that time was Jhang Syun. At that time, Yong Ciou’s situation was
precarious because Jhang Syun had neither a big enough garrison nor sufficient weapons to defend the
city against the siege. Jhang Syun knew that he was not capable of fighting Ling Hu Chao outside the
castle walls, so he thought of a plan. He ordered his men to make one thousand life-size straw dummies

and dressed them in black. Against a dim moonlit night, the dummies were lowered over the city walls

by ropes. The enemy lookouts saw the dummies and warned of an attack
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the straw dummies with arrows. And
before the enemy realized that they had
been tricked, the dummies were all shot
through with enough arrows to replenish
the supply of arrows for Jhang's defending
garrison.

A few nights later, there was little
moonlight once again. And the enemy

lookouts noticed again that there were

movements along the city wall. Ling Hu
Chao thought that Jhang Syun must be
up to his old trick again, so he ordered his men to ignore it. By the time Ling Hu Chao realized that it was
a real attack by five hundred raiders, it was too late. As a result, Jhang Syun defeated Ling Hu Chao and
rescued Yong Ciou.
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Strategy 7: Create Something From Nothing
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Create deceptions and illusions and use them repeatedly to confuse the enemy into believing that

1,
2’

nothing is real. Then, against this background of deception, launch a real attack and catch the enemy

by surprise.
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Openly Repair The Walkway, Secretly March To Chen Cang
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Liou Bang knew that Siang Yu was suspicious of him. So after he brought his troops into Hanzhong (city in
Shaanxi), he burned the walkway which connected Hanzhong (city in Shaanxi) with the outside world. This
way, Liou Bang not only prevented others from invading Hanzhong (city in Shaanxi), but he also hoped to
gain Siang Yu's trust by showing Siang Yu that he could not return to Guan Jhong anymore.

After resting for a while, Liou Bang assembled his troops and launched an attack on Siang Yu. First, he sent
a crew to repair the burned down walkway to catch the attention of Jhang Han, a general of Siang Yu, and
it worked. In response, Jhang Han sent his main troops to block the exit of the walkway, hoping to ambush
Liou Bang. However, a local hunter helped Liou Bang and his troops out of Hanzhong (city in Shaanxi) and

into Chen Cang through another small trail.
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Hearing the news, Jhang Han immediately raced back to Chen Cang with his army. But he lost the battle

there as well. Liou Bang ended up
occupying Chen Cang, and a big part of
Jhang Han's army surrendered.
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Strategy §: Secretly Passing to Chen Cang
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This is similar to the strategy of “Feint in the east and attack in the west.” But whereas the other

of attack. Openly reveal the deceptive route in order to protect the actual route of attack.
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strategy was focused on hiding the actual target, this strategy was focused on hiding the actual route
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In the Warring States Period, there was a famous advisor named Chen Jhen. Once, while Chen Jhen was
visiting the country of Cin , King Cin Huei took the opportunity to ask Chen Jhen for advice on whether he
should intervene as an arbitrator in conflict between the countries of Han and Wei. Chen Jhen then told

King Cin Huei a story about how Bian Jhuang Zih killed the tiger.

The story was about a man named Bian Jhuang Zih. One day he saw two tigers fighting over a cow. He
was about to pull out his sword to kill the tigers when his servant stopped him. His servant said, “Wait
a moment, master. Look, two tigers are fighting over the same cow. This means a bloody fight between
the two is inevitable. No doubt the stronger will win, and the weaker will die. But the stronger will also
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be wounded as a result. So why not wait until then, and you will just need to kill the wounded tiger that
remains 7"

Chen Jhen continued, “Now Han and Wei are fighting each other just like those two tigers. Sooner or later
the weaker will be vanquished by the stronger. Your Majesty, why not do what Bian Jhuang Zih did and
wait until then ?” As Chen Jhen predicted, Cin ended up being the ultimate winner in this conflict between
Han and Wei.
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Strategy 9: Watch the Fire from Across the Shore
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Generally speaking it means neither responding nor taking any actions. But it has a deeper meaning,
which is to let a situation that is detrimental to your enemy develop so that you could benefit from
it. In other words, wait and see how an event that will work in your favor develops to its natural

end. The spoils belong to those who have the patience to wait until a situation changes to their

advantage.
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In the early years of the Warring States Period, Cin was not yet a strong country. In order to strengthen

his country, Cin Siao Gong recruited talented people to assist him in governing the country. Shang Yang
was one of those people who came to Cin and helped advise Cin Siao Gong on how to reform Cin. For his
contributions, Cin Siao Gong awarded Shang Yang both land and title.

In 340 BC, Cin Siao Gong appointed Shang Yang as general to attack the country of Wei. The king of Wei
sent prince Wei Mao to lead the defense. Shang Yang was very glad when he heard this. He wrote Wei Mao
a letter immediately.

Shang Yang wrote, “The time we spent together in Wei was a precious memory to me. Although we are
serving different masters now, I still treasure our friendship very much and do not want fo be hostile




- R mnsks ks 0 Bl —-
S AT e AR TR A Rk
BYE RS 0 ITAILAAL Y

AR RLENETNLRL 0 ol

T

AXT T

&
INFUREETENIR

X

=N ‘

X

§>

A%

PTEREL

x
\
/

#
ik o
m%mwmg

U
R
B

’ é/%i ¥ ?4/’{ 6 o -ﬁ}r ;{?J.i /’J’F Sio }_,J« Q/\« T

[E
»
J\

=

SR

o

peace accord without the use of force? Wouldn't this be a perfect outcome?” Reading this, Wei Mao was

naive enough to believe it and accepted his invitation. They met and had a very pleasant talk. However,

153
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when the talk was over, Wei Mao was ambushed on his way back and captured as a prisoner. Shang Yang

took this opportunity to launch an attack against Wei and won a big victory. As a result, the king of Wei

had to cede the territory west of the Yellow River to Cin.
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Strategy 10: A Dagger Sheathed in a Smile
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him in secret.
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Befriend and charm yourself to the enemy. After you have gained his trust, you can then plot against
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The Last Orphan of Jhao
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During the Spring and Autumn Period, a man by the name of Tu An Jia in the country of Jin was a favorite
lackey of Jin Ling Gong. Jin Ling Gong was a tyrant, and he was killed by a cousin of then prime minister
Jhao Dun. Since Tu An Jia’s influence in the Court was derived from Jin Ling Gong, he fell out of favor, and

so he hated Jhao Dun as a result. He claimed that Jhao Dun was a co-conspirator in the murder of Jin Ling

Gong and suggested that the whole Jhao clan be executed as befitting the crime of murdering the king. Jin
Ling Gong’s son Jin Jing Gong was young at the time, and he believed Tu An Jia’s story. So he gave Tu An
+ Jia full authority to execute the Jhao clan. Because of a tip off about the impending massacre, the pregnant

wife of Jhao Dun'’s son Jhao Shuo was able to escape the fate of being killed. Later she gave birth to a boy.
7\ But when the news reached Tu An Jia, he wanted to make sure that the entire blood line of Jhao was wiped
=t out. Knowing that the last Jhao baby was in grave danger, Chen Ying and Gong Sun Chu Jiou wanted to
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repay the kindness they had received from Jhao Shuo by saving the last Jhao baby. They discussed with
each other and came up with a plan. Knowing that Tu An Jia would never quit until he kills the baby, Chen
Ying substituted his own newborn son to be killed in order to satisfy Tu An Jia and save the last Jhao
baby. This was how the last orphan of Jhao was saved. He was raised by Chen Ying in a remote mountain.
Fifteen years later, the injustice done to the Jhao family finally was cleared. This is the famous historical
story - The Last Orphan of Jhao - in which the strategy of “Sacrificing the plum to save the peach” was

used to save the descendent

of a loyal vassal.
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Strategy 11: Sacrifice the Plum for the Peach
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Originally it means taking the blame for others or being used as a scapegoat. But when applied to
strategy, it means to sacrifice something of value in order to stay in the game or to win the game in
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In 354 BC, King Wei Huei was planning to launch an attack on Jhao, a country north of Wei. He appointed
Pang-Juan as his general. Two years later the Wei army fought its way to Handan (city in Hebei), the
capital of Jhao, and laid a siege outside the city walls. Jhao was desperate, so the king of Jhao appealed to
Chu for help. At that time, Chu was a country with a strong military.

After hearing Jhao's appeal for help, the prime minister of Chu advised against coming to Jhao's aid, but
another advisor Jing She thought otherwise. Jing She was in favor of sending the troops. He proposed a
strategy by which under the pretext of rescuing Jhao, they could undermine the strength of Wei while
profiting from Chu.

So the king of Chu appointed Jing She as the general of the army. In the name of rescuing Jhao, the

Chu army entered Jhao. Soon Handan (city in Hebei) was seized by the Wei general Pang-Juan. But

immediately, news came that the capital of Wei was under siege by the Ci army. So Pang-Juan hastily left
- N
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Handan (city in Hebei) and retreated immediately to defend Wei's capital. However, the Wei troops were
ambushed on their way back by the Ci army and suffered heavy losses.

Both Wei and Jhao had been hurt badly in this episode and are in no position to fight again in the near
term. This presented Chu with a golden opportunity. Since the Chu army was already in Jhao, Jing She
quickly seized the southern part of Jhao, and there was nothing Jhao could do. As a result, Jing She’s tactic
of “Stealing a goat along the way” proved to be a big success.

The appeal for help from Jhao provided a pretext for Chu to legitimately enter Jhao with its troops.
Coupled with the unexpected event of the attack on the capital of Wei by the Ci army while the bulk of
Wei's army was laying siege to Jhao, this was a great opportunity for Chu to seize more land from Jhao
without having to fight for it. The "goat” in this strategy refers to the territory of Jhao.
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Strategy 12: Seize the Opportunity to Lead the Sheep Away
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Originally it means to steal something when the opportunity presents itself. Here it means to take

advantage of any opportunity that presents itself, no matter how small, and to profit from it.
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Recovering the Seal by Craft
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During the Cing Dynasty, there was a circuit court judge named Wang Shou Yu. He had a deputy named
Jhao Bo Ren. Because of some personal feud with the judge, Jhao Bo Ren was looking for an opportunity to
get back at the judge. One day, he bribed a guard to steal the judge’s seal. Wang Shou Yu later found out
what happened, but he could not arrest the deputy because he did not have any evidence that Jhao Bo Ren
stole the seal. And without the seal, Wang Shou Yu could not do his job as a judge.

Seeing how troubled the judge is, his assistant came up with a brilliant plan to recover the seal. That night,
the government building suddenly caught on fire. According to the rules, everyone was obliged to come

to help put out the fire. At this moment, Wang Shou Yu hastily rushed out of the building with the box

that stores the judge’s seal in his hands. In front of everybody, he handed over the box toJhao Bo Ren and
ordered him home to keep the seal safe from fire. Jhao Bo Ren hesitated. He was suspicious because the
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box was heavy. But he couldn’t do anything but to obey the order, since he could not open the box in front
of everyone.

The next morning, Wang Shou Yu assembled everyone in the court house to reward them for their
contributions in fighting the fire last night. When Jhao Bo Ren handed the box over to Wang Shou Yu, the
judge opened it on the spot. The stone which had previously been placed in the box was now replaced by
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the stolen seal.

=S+t et=¢ : (QIEhiTR))

— |

Strategy 13: Beat the Grass to Startle the Shake
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When the enemy’s intention is unclear, we should launch indirect probes and observe the reactions

of the enemy until his plans are exposed. The behavior of the enemy will reveal his strategy, and we
can react accordingly.
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In 234 AD, Shu’s military advisor Jhu Ge Liang passed away through over-work and illness. Before he died,
he knew that once he was gone, the Wei army would take this opportunity to attack Shu. So he instructed
the chief of staff Yang Yi to withhold the news of his death until the Shu army had safely retreated. He
even gave detailed instructions on how to defend against an attack during their retreat.

Sih Ma Yi, the general of Wei, was an expert in astrology, so he knew that his arch rival Jhu Ge Liang had
passed away. But he was concerned that he could be faking his death to lure the Wei army into a trap. So
he sent some scouts to find out if there were any movements in the Shu army first. To his surprise, the
Shu army had completely retreated. This convinced Sih Ma Yi that Jhu Ge Liang had indeed died. So he

led his army on a frantic chase. Finally, the Wei army caught up with the Shu army. But when the Wei
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army charged forward, suddenly they heard a sound of canons. There were several generals who escorted =
a carriage on which, to his horror, sat Jhu Ge Liang. Sih Ma Yi shouted out loud, “ We've been tricked!”
Immediately, he sounded retreat, and the Wei army retreated to as far as 50 kilometers back. What Sih Ma

o
Yi did not know at the time was that Jhu Ge Liang had indeed died earlier. What Sih Ma Yi saw sitting on _
the carriage was just a wooden dummy dressed up like Jhu Ge Liang. And all these events were anticipated
and planned for before Jhu Ge Liang’s death. =]
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Strategy 14: Borrow a Corpse to Resurrect the Soul
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To revive something useless by giving it new purpose. This adds new variables or uncertainties that
an enemy has to take time to consider, giving us an opportunity to seize the initiative and control of

a given situation.
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When Liou Bang established the Han Dynasty, he adopted the feudal system whereby a general is awarded
land and title in proportion to his merits in battle. This was done to encourage his generals to be brave in
war. As a result, all the generals possessed large territories and had large armies of their own. After the
political situation had stabilized, Liou Bang began to worry if his powerful generals would revolt in the
future. Among them, Han Sin, who had gained the most merits in battle, became the biggest threat to Liou

Bang.
Liou Bang's advisor Chen Ping presented him with a scheme to entice Han Sin to leave his feudal
stronghold where he is protected by his army and then capture him. Under the pretext of taking an
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excursion to a resort, Liou Bang ordered all the feudal lords to come and see him. When Han Sin arrived,
he was told that someone had tipped off Liou Bang that he was plotting a revolt. Han Sin was arrested on
the spot. Later, his land was confiscated, and he was given the lower rank of marquis.
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Strategy 15: Entice the Tiger to Leave [ts Mountain Lair
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Entice the enemy to leave his stronghold and then attack him.
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Mao Dun Took Dong Hu country by Craft
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In the early years of the Han dynasty, news that prince Mao Dun of the country Syong Nu country
murdered his own father and enthroned himself as the new king spread to neighboring country of Dong
Hu . The Dong Hu country wanted to see what kind of person Mao Dun was, so they sent an emissary

; requesting for the king’s horse. The officials of Syong Nu country disapprove, “This is the horse left by the
© late king. How can we give it away?” But Mao Dun smiled and said, “Dong Hu country is our neighbor. How
T can we lose their precious friendship just because of a horse?” So he gave his horse to Dong Hu country.
Later Dong Hu country sent the emissary again, this time requesting for the queen of Syong Nu country.

_ The officials were up at arms in protest. But Mao Dun just smiled and said, “I can not afford to lose the

st friendship with our neighbor just because of a woman.” So again he gave his queen to Dong Hu country .
Three months later, Dong Hu country sent the emissary again, this time demanding a piece of land from
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Syong Nu country. But this time, Mao Dun rose from his chair and said furiously, “Land is the foundation

of a country. How can we give it away?” He ordered the emissary arrested and ordered an attack on Dong

Hu country as soon as possible. Because Mao Dun invaded Dong Hu country without any prior warning,
Dong Hu country was caught completely off guard. As a result, Mao Dun conquered Dong Hu country in

no time.
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Strategy 16: Letting Go of the Small Fish to Catch the Big Fish
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Don not push your enemy too hard. Let him expend his strength first. Then when his morale and his

guard are down, attack him at once. The enemy will fall into chaos, and we will be able to achieve

victory at the lowest cost.
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Siao Yi Stole the Lanting Preface by Guile
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Tang Tai Zong was very fond of calligraphy and had always wanted to acquire the most famous calligraphy
painting - The Lanting Preface. The painting was in the possession of Bian Cai, a monk at Yong Sin Temple.
However, Bian Cai claimed that he did not own the authentic copy. So Siao Yi was given the task of visiting
Bian Cai to steal the real Lanting Preface. Siao Yi went incognito and brought with him two authentic
works by the famous calligrapher Er Wang as bait.

Siao Yi disguised himself as a poor scholar taking a ferry to Yong Sin Temple to study the murals in the
temple. Seeing how impoverished Siao Yi is, Bian Cai invited Siao Yi to dinner and to stay at the temple for
a while. In the following days, they chatted about art and literature. One day, Siao Yi casually mentioned
that he had with him some authentic works by the famous calligrapher Er Wang. Bian Cai asked Siao Yi if
he could see them and found that they were indeed authentic.

At this moment, Bia entioned that he, too, had a very special collection. Siao }
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opportunity and asked him about it. Bian Cai told him, ‘I have the Lanting Preface’ Siao Yi replied

deliberately, “That's impossible. I heard that the Lanting Preface was destroyed during the war.” Bian Cai

replied, “The Lanting Preface had been handed down through seven generations. It was given to me by my

late master. I will show it to you tomorrow if you don’t believe me.” The next day, Bian Cai brought out the
Lanting Preface, and while Siao Yi was examining the work, he deliberately pointed out a flaw and said that

it could not have been the authentic copy. Bian Cai expressed the wish to see other authentic copies from =
Siao Yi so that he could compare them with his own. Thinking that he would need to compare it with other +
copies soon, he did not store it away as he should, but had it lying around on the table.

Later, Bian Cai went out to do something. And Siao Yi told-the disciples who guarded the temple that Bian =
Cai forgot something in his room. Thinking that he isan acquaintance of their master, the disciples let him

into their master’s room. Siao Yi took the Lanting Preface along with the works of Er Wang that he brought 0
with him and left. S
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Strategy 17: Toss Out a Brick to Attract Jade
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Use something similar as bait to entrap the enemy. Confuse him with lies and illusions until he is

trapped. This is the strategy of using a small bait to catch something big.
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Capture The Leader With Wheat Stalks
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The An Shih Rebellion happened during the Tang Dynasty. Jhang Syun was the general in charge of
defeating the rebels. Because he was an expert in military strategy, Jhang Syun defeated the rebel army
in battle. The rebel army suffered significant casualties. However, they refused to retreat despite the huge
loss. At this point, Jhang Syun realized that the only way to end the war is to capture the leader of the
rebel army.

The rebel leader was Yin Zih Ji. But Jhang Syun did not know that, and he wanted to find out. So he came
up with a strategy. He ordered all the soldiers to sharpen the end of the dried wheat stalks and use them
as arrows to shoot at the rebels. When the rebel army saw that the defenders were using wheat stalks as
arrows, they felt certain that Jhang Syun’s archers must have ran out of arrows. So they all picked up the

wheat stalks and ran to report this good news to Yin Zih Ji.
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Unknown to the rebels, all their movements were being watched by Jhang Syun. He had ordered his best
archer to shoot at whomever the rebels presented the wheat stalks to. As a result, an arrow hit Yin Zih Ji
right in the left eye, leaving him badly wounded. The spectacle of their leader’s injury created chaos among

the rebels. As a result they stopped fighting.

— || t+A: : (QEETEE)) —.

Strategy 1§8: Defeat the Enemy by Capturing Their Chief
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Capturing the general of the enemy can destroy the enemy’s fighting capability. This is because the

general is the one who commands and controls the whole army. An army without its general is as

weak and amorphous as sand.
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In the fourth year of Han emperor Sian’s Jian An period, the biggest threat to Cao Cao was Yuan Shao who
was entrenched in the north.

The next year, the two armies formally engaged in battle at Yang Wu. The strength of Cao Cao’s forces
numbered far less than Yuan Shao’s army of one hundred thousand. Furthermore, Cao Cao’s food supply
was running low, and his soldiers were exhausted. It was a really bad situation for Cao Cao. However, at
this time, Syu You, the advisor to Yuan Shao, unexpectedly chose to defect to the side of Cao Cao.

Cao Cao asked Syu You for ideas on how to fight Yuan Shao. Syu You suggested that instead of a frontal
attack against Yuan Shao’s larger force, it is better to use win by wit. He informed Cao Cao that the food
supply for the Yuan army was stored at a placed called Wu Chao, and its defense was minimal. Syu
Yousuggested a raid to burn down the barns where all the food was stored. A sudden cut in food supply
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for all one hundred thousand soldiers would surely reduce the strength of the Yuan army.

Indeed, when Yuan Shao heard the news of the fire, he sent some of his troops to rescue the food supply.
Of course, their efforts were in vain. Apart from that, Yuan Shao’s main force which headed for Guan Du,
where the Cao army was encamped, was defeated as well. Without food, the morale of his troops soon

collapsed. The soldiers either fled or were killed. As a result, Yuan Shao’s army of one hundred thousand

strong was reduced to a mere twenty thousand. As a consequence, Yuan Shao’s regime collapsed.
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Strategy 19: Removing the Firewood From Under the Stove
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The best way to stop the water from boiling is to remove the firewood from the stove. In other

X

words, you've got to solve a problem by tackling its source. Here it means you don't have to defeat

an enemy by defeating it on the battlefield. Instead, you can use other means to weaken the strength

and the morale of the enemy.
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Roil the Water to Catch the Fish
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Jin Wu Di once sent an army of two hundred thousand soldiers to attack Wu. The Jin army was led by
the great general Du Yu. When the Jin army arrived at the city of Yue Siang which was right next to the
Yangtze River, his captain Jhou Jhih crossed the river at night with two hundred raiders. Then they all
changed into Wu army’s uniform, hid themselves outside the city of Yue Siang, and waited in ambush.
The next day, Sun Sin, the general in charge of defending Yue Siang, took his army outside the city walls
to fight the Jin army. The Wu army lost the battle, and as the troops fled back to the city of Yue Siang,
the two hundred Jin raiders mingled in with the Wu army and entered the city walls during the chaos.

Afterwards, they set fires all over the city as planned. And when everything was in chaos, Jhou Jhih and
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his raiders rushed into the headquarter of the Wu army and caught Sun Sin alive. This was how the city of

Yue Siang fell to the Jin army.

The rest of the Wu army was defeated in subsequent battles. In less than five months Wu surrendered to

Jin.
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Strateqgy 20: Catch a Fish While

the Water is Disturbed
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Originally it means to roil the water sediments in order
fish.

to our attack.

L,

Here it means to create confusion so that the enemy does not know what is real and what is not, nor

where we are feinting and where we are attacking. This way, a confused enemy is more vulnerable
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Empty Camp, Beating Drums
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In 1206 AD during the Song Dynasty, the emperor sent an army to attack Jin but was defeated several
time. Bi Zai Yu, the general of the Song army, decided to retreat. But the question of how to retreat safely
troubled him greatly.

Bi Zai Yu later came up with a solution. He gave three orders: First, the flags were not to be pulled out.
Second, the army tents were not to be taken down. Third, the battle drums must not stop beating. This
done, Bi Zai Yu ordered his army to retreat under the cover of night. At the crack of dawn, the Jin army
saw nothing unusual on the Song side: The flags were flying, and the sound of battle drums continued.

It was not until a few days later that they started to become suspicious because there was no sign of
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movement within the Song camp. So they sent a scout to see what was going on, only to find that the Song
camp had long been deserted.

But if the camp were deserted, how could the battle drums still beat? The Jin soldiers walked to the back
of the camp and discovered the answer. Bi Zai Yu had ordered his soldiers to catch several goats and tie
up their hind legs up on a tree with a rope. The front legs of the goats were left dangling just low enough
to beat on the drums. Due to the discomfort of hanging upside down, the goats struggled with their front
legs to try to free themselves. This was why the drums were kept beating.
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Strategy 21:

Shed Off the Shell Like a Golden Cicada
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When the golden cicada periodically sheds off its skin, it would fly off but leave its outer shell
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3 intact. Here, it means to divert the enemy’s attention in order to escape intact. & |




45

==E< E- l- gﬁx
= | =
Invite You Into the Water Jar
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During the reign of Empress Wu Ze Tian in the Tang Dynasty, there were two ministers by the name of
Lai Jun Chen and Jhou Sing who were favored by the Empress. They devised various torture instruments.
From time to time innocent officials and civilians would be tortured using these instruments until they
succumbed to the pain and made false confessions.

One day, the Empress received tips that Jhou Sing was plotting a revolt. The Empress thus assigned Lai
Jun Chen to arrest Jhou Sing and to find out all the conspirators. Lai Jun Chen thought it was a difficult
task, not because they were good friends, but because Jhou Sing was also an expert at torture techniques.
It would not be easy to make him confess.

Lai Jun Chen then invited Jhou Sing to dinner and deliberately asked him for advice, “Lately the criminals
has become more and more cunning. They refuse to confess despite using all kinds of torture on them.

Do you have any good ideas?” Jhou Sing said elatedly, “I have a new idea which would definitely make
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any suspect confess. It only requires a large water jar full of water. You put the suspect into the jar full of
water and bring the whole thing to a boil. Any suspect would confess right away, [ assure you.”

After he finished, Lai Jun Chen smacked the table and smiled slyly, “Brilliant! What a marvelous idea!” He
then ordered his men to carry a big water jar into the room. They filled it with water and brought it to a
boil. Before long it was steaming.

At this point, Lai Jun Chen suddenly turned on Jhou Sing and accused him, “How dare you plot against the
Empress! She has known your plot all along and has ordered me to investigate you. Confess now! Or else I

will be forced to invite you into the water jar!”
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Strategy 22: Shut the Door to Catch the Thief
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Shut the door to catch the thief. In other words, the best way to deal with a smaller enemy is to

trap him and destroy him.
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Near the end of the Warring States Period, the political situation had developed into a struggle for
supremacy among the seven strongest countries. After the reforms instituted by Shang Yang, Cin grew
stronger by the day. So king Cin Jhao started plans to conquer the remaining six countries to create the
first unified empire in China.

In 270 BC, king Cin Jhao wanted to conquer Ci, but his prime minister Fan Suei advised against this.

+  Instead, he presented king Cin Jhao with a scheme to befriend a distance state and attack the ones nearby.
— Fan Suei said, “Among the six countries, Ci is the strongest and the farthest away from Cin . If we attack

Ci now, our troops must first go through the territories of Han and Wei. With too few troops, it is difficult
to conquer Ci. But with enough troops, it would still be impossible to occupy Ci even if we won. We would

be in a no-win situation. Therefore, why not attack the neighboring Han and Wei first and then advance
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took the initiative to form an alliance with Ci.
In the forty years that followed, Cin followed
the same policy: Form alliances with Ci and
Chu, while taking Han and Wei first. Later,
Cin conquered Jhao and Yan to unify the
north. Afterwards he conquered Chu in the
south. Finally, Cin was able to conquer Ci.
King Cin Jhao's dream of unifying China was
thus finalized. This was how king Cin Jhao
became Cin Shih Huag, the first emperor of
China.
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your forces further.
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When constrained by terrain, you should start with the closest objective and gradually extend
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Strategy 23: Befriend a Distant State and Conaquer the Ones Nearby
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Obtain Safe Passage To Conquer Guo
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In the Spring and Autumn Period, the small states of Yu and Guo were bordering the larger state of Jin. Jin
always wanted to conquer these two neighboring states.

To this end, Jin Sian Gong used fine horses and jewelry to bribe the duke of Yu in exchange for safe
passage for his army to pass through his country to attack Guo. The duke of Yu accepted his offer and
even sent troops to lead the way. The Jin army was able to conquered the city of Sia Yang smoothly.
Three years later, Jin made the same request to the duke of Yu again. One of the senior officials of Guo,
Gong Jhih Ji, cautioned the duke of Yu against accepting Jin's request by saying, “Yu is to Guo, as lips are
to teeth. If the lips are gone, the teeth will be exposed to the cold.” He explained the mutually dependent
relationship between Yu and Guo, hoping that the duke of Yu would refuse Jin's request for safe passage.
Instead, both Yu and Guo should unit together to fight Jin. Despite Gong Jhih Ji's warning and advice, the
duke of Yu chose to ignored him and agreed to Jin's request for safe passage. Gong Jhih Ji thus predicted
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that both Yu and Guo will would be destroyed together before the end of the year.” That said, he took his

family and fled to another country.

Indeed. a month before the end of the year, Guo was conquered by Jin. And on their way back through Yu,

the Jin army launched a surprise attack on the unsuspecting Yu. As a result, Yu, too, was easily conquered
by Jin.
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Strategy 24: Obtain Safe Passage to Conquer Guo
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Using the convenience given by your enemy to cover up your real intentions and to increase

your power in order to achieve your ultimate goal.
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Replace the Heaven With the Sun
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Ming Shih Zong was a very superstitious emperor. He had a favorite fortune teller by the name of Lan Dao

Sing, who once passed a test set by the emperor and thus won his trust.

Once, in order to test Lan Dao Sing, the emperor sent a eunuch to deliver a confidential letter to him. Upon

arrival, the eunuch burned the letter before it was opened and told Lan Dao Sing, “The letter contained the

questions that the emperor wanted to ask you. You are the expert in magic. Please tell me the answers to

the questions so that I can report back to the emperor.” Hearing this, Lan Dao Sing started to panic. He

thought, “How could I know what was written in the letter without reading it first? The emperor is going to

have my head for this.” But suddenly he came up with an idea to save the day. So he followed the eunuch

to see the emperor.
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Lan Dao Sing said to Ming Shih Zong, “I know how to call upon the supernatural powers. But the eunuch
whom Your Majesty sent today was not devoted enough, so the gods refused to show me the answers.
May I request Your Majesty to send your letter again using another eunuch who is more devoted as a
messenger?” Because the emperor was so superstitious, he agreed to send another one. This time, Lan Dao
Sing was well prepared. Before the letter was burned, Lan Dao Sing had switched the real letter with a fake
one when the eunuch was distracted. Thus, Lan Dao Sing learned the content of the letter through guile
and gave the emperor the correct answers. Ming Shih Zong was not aware of his trick. And so he came to

have even more faith in Lan Dao Sing’s magic.
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While your opponent is unaware, steal the real thing by swapping it with a fake one, thereby

achieving your goal through deceit.
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The Eunuch A-Chou Stages a Show

ALELRIRE B Bl KRFEELELHYRARIRL 0 IEE
BHefuo bt 092 e LT Fr T ARG ROTRIARS » B RIVELR| 2
RAHEAEBL B s Btk 0 B BYMEMFLRLEI AN 0 e
RrBSHAELRIRBOR AL o

FIW 0 Fr— i8R RLESBIERGEL o AT
Hi BoBR5E 43528 X8R ROFLELFIETE o
Hrx—-R* o BrEiIwLF Be— P13 ASEZERD » Py BLES T

—-#gl T OBRLIBL L G9EERTARY o [T b —- WG R E)L
AR BN AE 0 LT ELLEY 0 wa Bk
W kE T 0 BIERT YR NS E A Ra4BE o Bl
PEREE o RewL s T O RPBIHIKE WS EET AL
I ALRLE 0 BRLELF LR tbivﬂiviifafiﬁi
CREBLNLEL 0 BAmLBArL s AREEMRZ G

<3

E5

I E R
1

ol

E

xp>

JXR

Ming Sian Zong was an incompetent emperor. The eunuch Wang Jhih was his favorite. Together with two
of his men, Wang Yue and Chen Rong, they were a gang that did nothing but evil all over the country. The
officials were too afraid to offend Wang Jhih, so no one dared reveal the truth to the emperor.

At that time, there was an eunuch by the name of A-Chou who was multi-talented and witty. The emperor
liked him very much. Once Ming Sian Zong ordered A-Chou and his troupe to perform for him. A-Chou
staged a show called “Drunk”. When the show began, A-Chou appeared on the stage staggering as a
drunkard. He was talking nonsense and the lines were so witty that the audience could not stop laughing.
Then the role of the passers-by came onto the stage. The passers-by announced, “The minister is coming
on official business. Clear the way and be quiet!” To his surprise, the drunken A-Chou pointed at the

passers-by and scolded, “Who cares if you are a minister or a small official? Who cares if you are a black
= _ 7.




o REAELRFIE ARG 0 RiFRe
s AR IE L AR L VB 0 AR T LIRS

BrAMLERS | BRAATEYTE
a3 R:i: o U gL FrELR|ze. | v
R T eL bR ALEELEI P
BRLOR 9 ) B AL AAL T2
bR e tkYE 0 RMELARERY

i=d

<=

; Bl MEEIEL
[T Jhe— = FloAE oo 452 RAREIRZRGAR? » BY EES R ED
L s N U] NP1y E s 4 351 PN B (8- E /% 90 VAR

EL R AR > HELARVRLARLIHLEL > TEAESL

dog or a white dog? You go your way, and I go my way. In fact, [ was here first! So it is you who should
walk around me.” The passers-by then announced, “The emperor is here!” But A-Chou burst out laughing,
“The emperor is still dreaming! His mind is so clouded that he is
even more drunk than I am---" The passers-by thought, “Hmm--- Not
even the emperor could scare him. Well, I have one last way to scare
some senses into him.” So he made one last announcement, “Wang
Jhih is arriving!” A-Chou immediately knelt on all fours, trembling
and pleading, “Pardon me! Pardon me!”

Watching this, Ming Sian Zong got the message even though he was

quite displeased by the performance.
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Strategy 26: Point at the Mulberry Tree to Curse the Locust Tree
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Avoid directly confront, warn or discipline another. Instead use analogies and innuendos without
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naming names, thereby achieving the goal of dissuading or threatening another.
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During the Three States Period, before Emperor Wei Ming died, he appointed Cao Shuan as the regent

to assist his eight-year old crown prince govern the country. But Cao Shuan had more ambitious plans.
After Wei Ming died, Cao Shuan tried to seize power for himself, by suggesting that the child emperor be
dethroned and that Sih Ma Yi be appointed prime minister. Cao Shuan hoped that by promoting Sih Ma Yi
from a general to a prime minister, Sih Ma Yi would have to cede military command of the army. This way,
Cao Shuan could then appoint his own man as general and seize control of the military. Sih Ma Yi knew
that he was too weak to confront Cao Shuan at the moment, so he pretended to be ill and took a sick leave
in order to thwart Cao Shuan’s scheme.

When Cao Shuan heard the news that Sih Ma Yi was sick, he was not convinced that Sih Ma Yi was really
sick. So he sent Li Sheng to visit Sih Ma Yi in order to verify the story. When Li Sheng visited Sih Ma Yi,

he saw that Sih Ma Yi was a haggard man who needed a maid to steady him as he walked out to receive Li

Sheng in the living room. 1\ W i in Jing province. I am on my
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way there to serve my term. Today I came to pay my respects by saying farewell to you.” Sih Ma Yi said
with a faint voice, “Bing province is very close to the border with barbarians. You must be very careful.” To
this Li Sheng replied, “I said Jing province, not Bing province.” Sih Ma Yi then said, “Oh, so you have been
to Bing province too---” Li Sheng thought that Sih Ma Yi was seriously ill. At this time the maid took the
medicine tray into the living room to feed Sih Ma Yi his medicine. Sih Ma Yi slobbered medicine all over
his mouth and his clothes while taking the medicine. There was none his past glory and grace.

Upon returning, Li Sheng reported to Cao Shuan what he saw during the visit. He said, ‘I think Sih Ma Yi is
finished. I believe his days are numbered. There is no need to worry.” Cao Shuan laughed out loud and paid
no attention to Sih Ma Yi from that day on.

The next spring, while Cao Shuan left the capital for ancestor worship, Sih Ma Yi launched a coup d'etat
and disclosed the crimes by Cao Shuan and his gangs. He also accused them of treason and executed all of
them. This was how Sih Ma Yi won back the political power of Wei.
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Strategy 27: Feign Madness, But Keep Your Balance
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Avoid directly confront, warn or discipline another. Instead use analogies and innuendos without

naming names, thereby achieving the goal of dissuading or threatening another.
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Yang Jin Caught the Bandits
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During the Southern and Northern Dynasties, there was a local judge in Ci province by the name of Yang
Jin. Once a businessman who traveled through Ci province was robbed of all his belongs. He immediately
reported the robbery to the judge. According to the businessman, the robber did not have a local accent.
Yang Jin asked about the details of the robber’s dress and his looks. Then he assembled his subordinates
and ordered them to broadcast the news that someone was murdered outside the city gate, and they were
trying to identify the deceased. By releasing the description of the dress would come forward to identify

the corpse.
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The news spread quickly. Three or four hours later, a wailing old woman came to the Court to identify

the corpse. After asking her a few detailed questions, Yang Jin was certain that the suspect was her

son.

So he sent his men lurking outside her house. In the evening, as soon as the suspect entered the

front door, he was captured by the police. They searched him and found all the missing belongs of the
businessman. The loot that was on him made him unable to deny his crime, so he confessed on the

spot.
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Strategy 28: Remove the Ladder When the Enemy Has Ascended to the Roof
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Deceive the enemy into believing that he has a chance to win by deliberately revealing our
weakness. Once the enemy was lured into the setup, block his escape route making him sit on the

horn of a dilemma. The enemy therefore has no choice but to surrender.

B L X Ble Tidbt — b 3L




225 785 e EED WD BT
Cuei Hua Scares Away the Thief With Shoes
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There once was a hunter who lived near the bay. One evening, his wife Cuei Hua saw a suspicious man
outside their home. She rushed to shut the door but the thief was quicker than she was. He got in already
and sat himself on a chair in the living room. The thief said to her, “Lady, it is getting dark soon. Let me
stay for the night, and I shall leave early tomorrow.” Cuei Hua thought, “My husband won’t be home
anytime soon, and I am not capable of fighting off this man. What should I do?” Through the curtains, she
caught a glimpse of a couple of her husband’s shoes underneath the bed. So she had an idea.

Cuei Hua poured tea for the thief and said, “Friends are important to a traveler. Have a cup of tea first, and
I'll bring you some water to wash your feet with.” Then Cuei Hua went inside and brought out six pairs of
shoes with her into the living room, followed by a large basin full of water.

B




o~
ml> O “
AXT ok
EI

P
BYSTIEPA
v,
N3
® |

Wi B RLFLREHFL BRI
BRI T T R BRRG
Hoqer R R A Aos R A

3 LB BRI R

RENY -5

R ET ErHE 3 Fr ETELRUES
RIGEERE ¢ T b0 0 B 4% L5 B T w94

ﬁ?i'}?}%‘i’%t
3 obE B Ao 12

2 «, i:méiﬂ
ﬁ’% LY /H 2

2245 4190 2
‘/‘%g ’ N
(GER TR
¥R

N

The thief said, “One pair of shoes should be enough for me. Besides, I don’t need so much water to wash
my feet.” Cuei Hua replied, “One is for you, and the others are for my husband and his relatives who
should be back soon.” The thief looked around and said, “I don't see them around here---"
“That’s because they are working near the foot of the mountain behind this house. But they'll be back
soon. Make yourself at home. In the meantime, I'll make dinner in the kitchen so we can all have dinner
when they return.” The thief realized that things would not be as easy as he had imagined. So he slipped

away while Cuei Hua was busy cooking in the kitchen.
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Strategy 29: Deck the Tree With Fake Blossoms
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Originally, it refers to the visual effect that all the dotted blossoms on a tree create - the illusion of
a tree that is larger than it really is. Here it means to take advantage of terrain, weather, or other
external conditions to create the visual illusion of a bigger force than you actually have. By deceiving

the enemy into thinking that you are stronger than you really are, you can achieve the goal of

3 scaring him away.

B

Cuei Hua replied,
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Stealing From the Robbers
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Once a thief worked with two robbers to steal from a house at night. From the rooftop, the robbers
lowered the thief down into the house with a rope. The thief was to collect all the valuables and tied

the loots to a rope so that the robbers could haul them up. They did this three times, and the robbers
calculated that they had collected enough valuables.

On the last haul, the thief hid himself inside a wooden box, along with some jewelries. The robbers found

the box to be very heavy when they hauled it up. They thought that it must be something very valuable
this time. So they got greedy and decided to take off with the box, leaving the thief behind. What they did

not know was that the thief was already hidden inside the box.
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After walking a distance, they took a break on the roadside because the box was too heavy. The thief
thought that it should be morning by now. Once he heard the voices of a group of passers-by. He
thought to himself, “These two guys are really despicable. They abandoned me just like that!” So he

shouted out loud, “Help! Help! Robbers!” The robbers did not expect to hear any sound coming out of

the box. They were scared so they ran away. The passers-by opened the box. The thief came out and

made up a story about how he was robbed and kidnapped by the two robbers. In the end, he walked

away with all the loot.
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Strategy 30: Exchange the Role of the Guest for the Host
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During a visit, the host usually initiates while the guest responds. So exchanging the role of the guest

for the role of the host means to take the initiative of making something happen instead of waiting

passively.
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The Pretty Mares Trap
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During the An Shih Rebellion of the Tang Dynasty, the government army was led by the general Li Guang
Bi, and the rebel army was led by the general Shih Sih Ming. The two armies stalemated on opposite sides
of He Yang River. The rebel army had more than one thousand fine horses and was in better condition

than the government army.

The rebel army’s horses came to the riverbank to bath everyday. Watching them by the river gave Li
Guang Bi a brilliant idea. He ordered his men to assemble all the mares in their camp. There were about
five hundred mares. Then he ordered all the ponies to be taken away and locked inside the city gates.
That day, when the horses from the rebel army arrived at the river again for their daily bath, Li Guang Bi
/\ released all his mares to his side of the riverbank. Because the ponies had all been taken away, the mares

=, started to whinny and call out for their youngsters. Hearing the calls and attracted by the mares, the
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calls and attracted by the mares, the stallions from the rebel army waded across the river. And the mares
soon followed across too.

In an instant, all one thousand rebel horses became government property. The strength of the rebel army
was decimated as a result. This is the famous historical story of the “Pretty Mares Trap”
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Strategy 31: The Beauty Trap
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Using beauty and sex as a weapon to distract the enemy and drain him of his fighting spirit. Even the

bravest warrior is likely to be entrapped by beauty.
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"The Empty Fort" by Jhu Ge Liang
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The Shu army suffered a huge loss in the battle of Jie Ting where the general Ma Su lost the strategic
city of Jie Ting and many soldiers. As a result, Jhu Ge Liang, the military advisor of Shu, only had five
thousand soldiers left with him. While they were busy moving military supplies at FG3, news arrived
that the enemy force of one hundred and fifty thousand troops, led by its general Sih Ma Yi, was heading
towards them. Jhu Ge Liang thought this was bad news because his general Ma Su was not available and

— half of the soldiers had already gone back with the military supplies. In other words, they were extremely

outnumbered by the enemy. However, after some contemplation, he decided to fight nevertheless.

Jhu Ge Liang ordered his soldiers to remove all the battle flags and had all four gates of the fort flung

/\  wide open. He then sent twenty soldiers to each gate disguised as civilians sweeping the grounds, acting

=, nonchalantly. No one was allowed to leave the city nor talk in a loud voice. Anyone who acted against the
orders would be executed on the spot. Then, he ascended the tower with two servants carrying his lute.
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After burning some incense, he started to play his lute.

When the Wei army arrived at the gate, the sight of a smiling Jhu Ge Liang playing his lute and the
civilians quietly sweeping the grounds stunned them. No one dared to attack. It was all too quiet and
peaceful. There was not the slightest anxiety of impending war. Seeing this, Sih Ma Yi ordered his troops
to retreat immediately. He said to his son who was against the retreat, “Jhu Ge Liang is a thoughtful and
resourceful man. He would not take such a huge risk. There must be an ambush waiting for us inside. This

is why he played his lute with such ease and cool composure.”
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Strategy 32: The Empty Fort
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This is a daring and highly risky strategy of psychological warfare. When your strength is relatively
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weak, drop all pretence of military preparation and act casually. The incongruity of the situation will

confuse your enemy and make him believe that there is a trap waiting for him. This way, your enemy

would be hesitant to advance.
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Cao Cao’s navy was defeated by Jhou Yu, a general of Wu. So Cao Cao recruited generals Cai Mao and
Jhang Yun, who are experts in naval battles, to train an rebuild his navy. When the news reached Jhou Yu,
he thought that both generals must be removed in order to prevent future threat. When Cao Cao learned
that Jhou Yu was inquiring about his new navy, he was very nervous. At this point, Jiang Gan, a subordinate
famous for his eloquence, told Cao Cao that given the fact that he and Jhou Yu were old acquaintances, he
is confident that he could persuade Jhou Yu to defect to Cao Cao.

When Jiang Gan arrived at the Wu camp, Jhou Yu said, “The king of Wu regards me highly. I will not offer
my services to Cao Cao. In any case, we have not seen each other for a long time. Let’s not talk politics
tonight but just chat. I have prepared food and wine for you. Let’s drink till we drop.” Jhou Yu was in an
extremely good mood and drank cup after cup until he passed out. Jiang Gan saw some papers lying on
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Jhou Yu's desk and thought about rummaging through them to look for some usetul intelligence. To his
shock, he found some secret correspondence between Jhou Yu and the two generals Cai Mao and Jhang
Yun.

The next morning, upon his return, he reported what he had learned to Cao Cao immediately. Of course,
he told Cao Cao of discovery that Cai Mao and Jhang Yun were actually spies sent by Wu. Cao Cao was
furious. On impulse, and without verifying the truthfulness of this information, he executed the two
immediately. It was only afterwards, when he reflected on the whole event, that he realized he had been
tricked by Jhou Yu's counter-intelligence and disinformation efforts. But it was too late.

Strategy 33: The Art of Counter-Espionage
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Bribe your enemy’s subordinates to spy on or spread disinformation to your enemy, thereby tricking
your enemy into making the wrong judgment or the wrong decision.
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In the Three Kingdoms Period, after Cao Cao executed Cai Mao, the victim's brothers, Cai Jhong and Cai
He, plotted a false surrender to Jhou yu. Noticing that they did not bring their families with them, Jhou
Yu knew that this was a trick. Pretending to be unaware, Jhou Yu called on his old comrade Huan Gai to
perform a two-man show of “self-mutilation” in front of the two spies. Jhou Yu had previously given an
order that said anybody who says the words “surrender” in his army will be executed. The next day Jhou
Yu ordered an attack on the Cao army. Huan Gai was against it. He said, “We cannot possible defeat Cao
Cao’s huge army. Why not just surrender now?” Jhou Yu pretended to be furious at those remarks and
ordered Huan Gai to be beheaded. Everybody fell on their knees to plead for Huan Gai’s life. So Jhou Yu
relented and said, “All right. I hereby commute your death penalty. But you shall be caned fifty times as
punishment.”

Afterwards, Huan Gai wrote a letter of defection to Cao Cao. And Cao Cao’ spy Cai Jhong was able to verify

-
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that Huan Gai was nearly beaten to death. The usually paranoid Cao Cao therefore believed him. Huan
Gai wrote, “The military supply ships I am going to take with me tonight when I defect will be flying the
colors of blue dragons. We will meet in the middle of the river.” That night, at the sight of a whole fleet

flying blue dragon flags, Cao Cao said joyfully, “Magnificent! He even brought a big present for me.” When
the fleet came close, Cao Cao’s military advisor suddently noticed something wrong and shouted out loud,

“Supply ships are usually very heavy. These ships take on too little water. We have been tricked. Turn back

immediately!”
As soon as he said that, the supply ships started to burn. At that time, there was an east wind blowing
the fire from the supply ships towards Cao Cao’s fleet. And because Cao Cao’s fleet of ships were chained

together, the ships could not turn around in time to get away from the fire. As a result, the fire spread from

ship to ship, and Cao Cao’s entire fleet was completely burned.
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Strategy 34: The Strategy of Self-Mutilation
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Injuring yourself in order to win the trust of your enemy. Then spy and sow discourse among the

enemy to cause division and strife, weakening the enemy until final victory is achieved.
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Bi Zai Yu Scatters the Beans
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During the Song Dynasty, Jin often attacked the border towns of Song. And the small Song border
garrisons were not capable of defending themselves from the strong Jin army and were often badly
mauled in battle. Bi Zai Yu knew that it was suicidal to fight the Jin army directly. So instead he used
guerilla warfare. Whenever the Jin army advanced to attack him, he retreated and fled with his garrison.
Whenever the Jin army took a break, he harassed and attacked them. Soon the Jin army was exhausted
fighting a guerilla war with the small Song garrison.

Once, while the Jin army was taking a break, Bi Zai Yu launched an attack again. When the Jin army

responded, the Song army fled. So the Jin army returned to their camp. But when the Jin army was just
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about to take a break, the Song army returned and beat their battle drums to fight again. The Jin camp
had no time to feed their horses before they had to fight again. Bi Zai Yu anticipated that the horses
must be starving by now. So he ordered his soldiers to prepare lots of beans and scattered them on the
ground. When the Jin army arrived, their starving horses saw the beans and started feed on them in a
frenzy, oblivious to the orders given by their riders. The Jin army fell into chaos, and the Song garrison
annihilated the Jin army.
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Strategy 35: The Strategy of Coordinating Tactics
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When the enemy is too powerful to fight directly, use a combination of well-coordinated schemes

and strategies to achieve victory. However, because the complicated battle plan needs near perfect

o coordination, if one thing falls apart, everything will far apart.
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If All Else Fails Retreat
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When the news reached Emperor Wei Tai that the famous Song general Tan Dao Ji was leading his troops

northwards towards Wei, he called on his generals Shu Sun Jian and Gong Sun Dao Sheng to defend Wei

— and not to take the enemy lightly. When the two armies finally engaged each other at Li Cheng, the Song

army had only enough food supply to last another three days. So Tan Dao Ji decided to retreat.
However, some of the Song soldiers who were captured in battle revealed to the Wei side the food

/\ shortage problem. Hearing this, Shu Sun Jian thought it was the golden opportunity he was waiting for and

camp on the spot and make dinner. Shu Sun Jian was wary of a trap and so hesitated to attack.

—, gave the order to chase the retreating Song army. But to his surprise, Tan Dao Ji ordered his soldiers to
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After the dinner was finished, Song officers in charge of food supply ordered a supply count. The soldiers
lit up the lamps and counted out loud each sack of rice. Whenever a bag was filled up, the soldiers would
call out, “Add another 200 kilograms. That's a total of one hundred thousand kilograms.” The rice sacks
were piled up as high as a small hill. The soldiers also deliberately spilled the sacks so that the rice was
scattered all over the ground. The Wei army saw this and reported to Shu Sun Jian immediately.

The next day, Shu Sun Jian put on full armor watched the Song army. The sound of the battle drums from
the Song camp was deafening. Tan Dao Ji dressed casually and sat in his chariot. The battle flags ofSong
hung high on the his chariot, and he was followed by the well disciplined Song army. They seemed to take
no notice to the surrounding Wei army. Seeing his, Shu Sun Jian dared not underestimate the enemy, so he
decided to retreat. The Wei army retreated to as far as ten kilometers away. The crisis was thus resolved,
and the Song army returned safely home.
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Strateqgy 36: [f All Else Fails Retreat
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If the situation is bad and you have no way of reversing it, the best thing to do is to avoid certain

defeat in battle and retreat.
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